lor  uemg me IIIOSL ex bra. v again ui uicoa, uc^.y, j. put m^ boy that played of the bagpipes into two petticoats, one over his shoulders, the other about his waist; that playing as he went nothing could be perceived of that instrument save the sound, which did so much surprise (that country not affording any of that music) that I had the whole crowd after me that day, and the boy had like to have been pulled in pieces to find out the thing;' though generally they do offer no violence to persons in disguise. The passage being now open to Florence by the way of Bologna and Ferrara, I persuaded Mr. Berry at last to go thither with me.    We found it very difficult to travel by reason of the plague, every town where we came refusing us entrance, lest we should have come fconi some infected place, till we produced our bills of health, which we had at all places as we passed; for if anybody wanted them they were either put into the pest-house for forty days or sent back from whence they came; and sometimes they were shot by the sentries, as a Dutchman had been not long before at Bologna, entering at the gate without producing his bill of health, thinking that he had left it, but after he was killed it was found slipped through a hole in his pocket.  In a few days we got to Florence, of whose advantages as to its palaces, greatness and situation, I have made large mention in the book of my tvavels.
Ferdinand II. was then the great Duke, a man of great sense, but not personable, who had then parted beds with his Duchess, a beautiful woman, being jealous one of another. He was very civil to strangers, especially the English; he had a great correspondence with the Protector, fearing his power at sea. I had often access to him; amongst other times, as he was playing at pell mell, he read a letter to me of news which he had not long before
